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Branson, Missouri, the only place I know of where the tour bus windows fog up on the outside instead of the traditional inside we are all used to. But that is not the only unique characteristic this little town nestled in the beautiful Ozark Mountains of Southwestern Missouri.  Walt and Margie Bequette planned and produced one of the most interesting and enjoyable reunions of all 12 we have had so far.  We stayed at the beautiful Clarian Hotel surrounded by so many entertainment theaters one could not possibly take in all the shows.  There were 33 association members and a total of 68, including wives and guests attending.  We were especially honored with a guest from the United States Navy Memorial, in Washington DC who spoke to us at the conclusion of our reunion.

Many members and guests arrived a day early on Wednesday September 5 so the conversations and enjoyment started long before the official opening.  The hotel provided an expanded Continental breakfast each morning.  Thursday was dedicated to welcoming everyone and renewing old friendships.  There was the usual display of good snacks and beverages including special home-baked treats for everyone to enjoy.  As usual all members received gifts of a hat, with Branson, MO. and 2007 embroidered, and a T-shirt along with their name tags.

Friday morning we boarded the tour buses for the trip to the War Memorial Museum where all wars the Untied States has been involved in were displayed with equipment and clothing from that era.  Names of all those killed in combat were on the walls of each room dedicated to each conflict.  Leaving there we were bussed to the McFarlains Restaurant where we enjoyed a delightful lunch and a walk among many interesting shops.  Then it was on to the Titanic Museum where every faze of the ill-fated liner’s lifetime was explored.  From the shipyard in Scotland, where it was built, to the graveyard at the bottom of the Atlantic, where it still rests today, every segment of it’s existence was explained in detail.  Each of us was given a name of one of the passengers and at the end of the museum tour, we discovered if our passenger survived or was one who was lost in the disaster.  This tour event was one of the most interesting I have ever experienced.  The day, however, was not over with the Titanic adventure.  We returned to the hotel for a banquet dinner in the Hospitality Room that was indeed special.  After the dinner, many of us attended one of the many entertainment facilities in the area.

Saturday morning brought the members together in the Hospitality Room for our annual business meeting.  Busses were provided for the women who wished to visit the Branson Landing shopping area while our meeting was being held.  Our business meeting was opened with a prayer by Johnny Hanlon.  It was then suggested that Ed Arnett and Johnny Hanlon become associate members of the association.  The approval was unanimous.  We all have been aware of the help and support both of these gentlemen have been to the association. In the absents of our Treasurer, John Prewitt, I gave the financial report and reported that we remain financially stable.  Then Dale Carlson proposed that Rock Island/Moline, IL. be the site of the 2008 reunion.  He suggested tours of the Rock Island Arsenal and the John Deere plant be part of the activities along with a dinner cruise on the Mississippi river.  The members voted and approved the proposal.  It was then suggested that we join with other tanker reunion groups for a larger reunion with possible financial benefits at hotels and tours.  Charlie Beckhusen has volunteered to look into the matter and report his findings next business meeting.  I volunteered hosting the 2009 reunion in the Seattle area should the members be interested in traveling to the Northwest for a change.  New members and first-time reunion members were asked to stand and introduce themselves.  It was suggested that members home town be included on all name tags in the future.  I’ll be looking into that.  Appreciation was extended to Walt Bequette for his efforts in putting together such a delightful reunion.  Raffle tickets were sold and the proceeds will be used for refreshments at next year’s reunion.

Group photos were taken just prior to boarding the busses for the Branson Belle dinner cruise.  Rain washed out our program at the memorial site near the ship but the dinner and entertainment aboard the Belle more than made up for the inclement weather. As was the case in 2001 aboard the Belle, Harold “Farmer” Rossow was picked out of the crowd to star in a skit with the entertainer on the stage.  Once again he showed his acting skill to the absolute delight of the crowd.  Returning to the hotel, I had the honor to introduce Vergil Allen, the Vice President and representative from the US Navy Memorial in Washington DC.  Mr. Allen spoke about the importance of the USS Neches and other support ships during war time.  
Sunday morning we all gathered in the dining area for our Memorial Breakfast. As always, we said our good byes, wishing all a safe trip home and a hope of all of us meeting once again next year in Illinois.

Ed Anderson, Secretary/News Editor  

